Juridical [Society]
Overview
The listing for this society in the 1854-1855 Glasgow Post Office directory gives a brief
summary of this group and its activities:
‘[…] The Society meets in the Sheriff Court Hall, County Buildings, every Wednesday
evening during the session, at a quarter past eight o’clock. Its principal object is the
discussion and elucidation of disputed and undecided questions in law, with which is
combined the preparation of essays on subjects of a legal and literary character’.
(‘Juridical [Society]’, ‘Educational and Scientific Institutions’, Glasgow Post-Office
Annual Directory for 1854-1855… (Glasgow: William Mackenzie, 1854), p. 133)
Of note is that the later listing for this group in the 1887 to 1888 directory does not
mention any ‘literary’ aspect to the group’s proceedings, which may or may not mean
that by then it became more focused on juridical issues and less on ‘subjects of a […]
literary character’. In the late nineteenth century, the term ‘literary’ still encompassed
a wide range of subjects and included — but was by no means restricted to —
literature:
‘[…] The objects of this society are the discussion of legal cognate speculative
subjects, and the consideration of questions of juridical interest. Admission to it is
restricted to members of the legal profession and law students, and its meetings are
held every Wednesday evening at 8 o’clock, from November to April, in the Faculty
buildings, St George’s Place.’
( ‘Glasgow Juridical Society’, ‘Literary and Scientific Institutions’, Post Office Glasgow
Directory for 1887-1888… (Glasgow: William Mackenzie, 1887), p. 117)
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Additional Notes
The Glasgow Post Office directories are available at the Mitchell Library and the
National Library of Scotland. Digitised copies are available through the NLS
website: https://www.nls.uk/family-history/directories/post-office/index.cfm?place=Gla
sgow

